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inasmuch as he is consistent in his policy, before
abandoning his alliance with Austria and destroying
a system which the two powers had regarded as the
foundation of their common security, which they
liked to establish on personal feelings, he desires this
question answered, and to weigh carefully the advan-
tages and disadvantages. Before you make this over-
ture, you will ask M. de Metternich not to repeat to
the Emperor of Austria what you may say, and not
to transmit it to any of the allied powers. Likewise
you will give your word that everything said in this
interview will be kept profoundly secret by yourself."
Thus, M. de Narbonne himself, this favorite Ambas-
sador, this trusted agent, was not admitted to this
secret. This was a singular diplomacy by which a
sovereign kept from his own plenipotentiary the
most important point of the negotiations.

August 6 the Duke of Vicenza had a very secret
interview with Metternich, in which he informed him
of Napoleon's confidential overtures. The Austrian
Minister appeared much surprised. He thought the
step was taken very late, and declared once more that
the negotiations could not be prolonged beyond Au-
gust 10, the date irrevocably fixed. Nevertheless, he
went to Brandeiss where the Emperor Francis was,
to receive his sovereign's orders. After some hes-
itation, the Emperor consented to dictate to his Min-
ister a despatch which was Austria's final word, its
ultimatum. The conditions which it set for peace
were as follows: " Dissolution of the Duchy of War-